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Kenule Saro-Wiwa 
Brutus’ last meeting with Saro-Wiwa, in Pittsburgh: “Ken 
was displaying his new novel Soja Boy, his 28th book. He 
seemed very gloomy – even pessimistic: as if he had a 
foreboding that he would be executed on his return.”  
 
 

 
In Johannesburg soon thereafter: “After a Wits University conference in 1995, 
the US poet Amiri Baraka and I brought a letter to Mandela’s office appealing 
for a stronger role in preventing his execution.” 

Brutus reminds, “Saro-Wiwa was executed in a bungled operation, with three 
attempts. The evidence has emerged that the Nigerian regime of Sani Abacha 
acted on instructions of Shell Oil.” 
 





David Harvey on the ‘right to the city’ 
 the metropolis is now the point of massive collision—dare we 

call it class struggle?—over the accumulation by dispossession 

visited upon the least well-off and the developmental drive 

that seeks to colonize space for the affluent. One step towards 

unifying these struggles is to adopt the right to the city as 

both working slogan and political ideal, precisely because it 

focuses on the question of who commands the necessary 

connection between urbanization and surplus production and 

use. The democratization of that right, and the construction of 

a broad social movement to enforce its will is imperative if the 

dispossessed are to take back the control which they have for 

so long been denied, and if they are to institute new modes of 

urbanization.  (David Harvey, New Left Review, 2008) 



rights talk at Rio 

       

  

• Rio+20 ‘Zero Draft’ initially had a strong statement consistent 
with standard second-generation rights constitutional language: 

 

67. We underline the importance of the right to safe 
and clean drinking water and sanitation as a human 
right that is essential for the full enjoyment of life 
and all human rights. Furthermore, we highlight the 
critical importance of water resources for 
sustainable development, including poverty and 
hunger eradication, public health, food security, 
hydropower, agriculture and rural development. 

 



rights talk at Rio 

       

  

• Manila-based IBON International, Paul Quintos (2012) warned, 

We have been witnessing a systematic attempt by some powerful 
states to weaken, or ‘bracket’ or outright eliminate nearly all 
references to human rights obligations and equity principles in the text 
for the outcome of Rio+20… ‘Right to safe and clean drinking water 
and sanitation’ – delete! But they agree to ‘efforts to improve access’ 
because they can always say that they are privatizing water utilities in 
order to encourage private investments and therefore improve access. 
Whereas rights assigns the duty to the state.  
 

• after lobbying, rhetorical  win in final Rio doc: The Future We Want: 

121. We reaffirm our commitments regarding the human right to safe 
drinking water and sanitation, to be progressively realized for our 
populations with full respect for national sovereignty… 



how do these narratives play out in South Africa? 
context: many struggles for decommodification 

       

  

• SA activists are at cutting edge of several ongoing campaigns to turn 
basic needs into human rights: 

– access to information 

– free antiretroviral medicines to fight AIDS; 

– free water (at least 50 liters/person/day); 

– free electricity (at least 1 kiloWatt hour/person/day); 

– free basic education; 

– thorough-going land reform and decent housing; 

– the right to work; 

– prohibition on services disconnections and evictions; and  

– a ’Basic Income Grant' . 

• All such services should be universal (not means-tested), and financed 
in part through cross-subsidies by penalizing luxury consumption. 
 





 South Africa’s  

‘service  
delivery  
protests’ 

  







case study of service 
delivery protest: 
decommodifying 

water in South  
African townships 

 



South Africa’s right to water? 
• ‘everyone has the right to an 

environment that is not harmful to 
their health or well-being... 
everyone has the right to have 
access to... sufficient water’ 
– Bill of Rights, Constitution of the Republic of SA, 1996 – subject to 

‘progressive realisation of rights’ and budget constraints clauses 

can this right be made justiciable? 
• 2003-09 lawsuit by Soweto activists and Coalition Against 
Water Privatisation (CAWP) against Johannesburg 
government (and Paris-based Suez): http://www.law.wits.ac.za/cals 



two core aspects of  
Mazibuko v Johannesburg case 

• How much water? 

– City of Joburg and Suez (2001): 25 litres/capita/day 

– Phiri activists, CAWP, CALS (2003): 50 lcd 

–High Court (Tsoka in April 2008): 50 lcd 

– Constitutional Court (Oct 2009): ‘we don’t DO policy’  

• What delivery mechanism? 

– Joburg, Suez: pre-payment meters 

– Phiri et al: credit meters (as in white areas) 

–High Court: pre-payment meters are discriminatory 

– ConCourt: no problem with pre-payment meters 



lessons from Mazibuko  
for activists, intellectuals, lawyers 

• broader commons framing, including Rights of Nature 
• use human rights narrative purely for defensive 

purposes (injunctions against disconnections), not to 
change policy (confirming Critical Legal Studies’ 
‘contingency’ theory) 

• use rights narrative for social education and 
mobilisation (Treatment Action Campaign) but beware 
demobilisation potential 

• for real relief: reconnection,  
 turning meters into ‘statues’,  
 ‘commoning’ and mutual aid,  
 social mobilization and protest 



routes for Mazibuko and fellow activists:  
in or out of liberal-democratic-capitalist box 

• Into the courts deploying Constitutional rights 

narrative 

• Into the streets using pipe spanner 

  What does the ‘box’ suggest? 

 - liberal-capitalist context, World Bank, Suez 

 - Constitutional language, ANC reforms 

 - economic theory of pricing nature 

 



critiques of socio-economic ‘rights talk’ 
(mostly from Critical Legal Scholars e.g. Roithmayr, Madlingozi, Pieterse, Brandt) 

• individualist: private/familial instead of public/political  

• consumption-oriented, without linkages to production, ecology 

• ‘framed not to resist but to legitimise neoliberalism’ (Daria Roithmayr) 

• leaves in place society’s class structure, ‘bleeds off any real move to 

dismantle these processes through redistribution and reparations’ (DR) 

• technicist discourse: alienates mass base and society in general 

• mass-based organisations become the ‘client’, are ‘domesticated’ 

(Tshepo Madlingozi), are told to halt protests during litigation 

• rights are ‘watered down’ with Constitutional clauses of ‘progressive 

realisation’, ‘reasonable’ measures and ‘within available resources’ 

• legal alleyways distract from a more transformative route to politics 

• for class reasons, judges are amongst society’s most conservative elites  

• capitalism won’t deliver these goods!   



is there an alternative narrative? 
‘commoning’ http://onthecommons.org/content.php?id=1467 

  

Commons movement: A growing social and political movement that 
believes the commons is a crucial sector of the economy and society 
and useful prism for talking about resources that should be shared…  

 
 

A wider appreciation for the enduring importance of the commons 
has developed over the last eight years, especially among people 

deeply involved in the politics of water issues, the internet, the over 
commercialization of culture and public spaces.  

 

This world view is now reaching into many other arenas, including 
economics, the environment, social justice and numerous citizens 

movements around the world. 
.  
  
 



is ‘commoning’ an alternative? 
 

http://onthecommons.org/content.php?id=1467 
  

The commons is a new way to express a very old idea-
that some forms of wealth belong to all of us, and that 
these community resources must be actively protected 

and managed for the good and all. The commons are the 
things that we inherit and create jointly, and that will 

(hopefully) last for generations to come. The commons 
consists of gifts of nature such as air, oceans and wildlife 
as well as shared social creations such as libraries, public 

spaces, scientific research and creative works. 
  
 



is ‘commoning’ an alternative? 
 

Michael Hardt (coauthor of Commonwealth): 
  

On the one hand, the common refers to the earth 
and all of its ecosystems, including the atmosphere, 
the oceans and rivers, and the forests, as well as all 

the forms of life that interact with them. The 
common, on the other hand, also refers to the 
products of human labor and creativity that we 

share, such as ideas, knowledges, images, codes, 
affects, social relationships, and the like. 

 
  
 



Karen Bakker warning on commoning: 
 
 
 

appeals to the commons run the risk of 
romanticizing community control. Much 
activism in favour of collective, community-
based forms of water supply management 
tends to romanticize communities as 
coherent, relatively equitable social 
structures, despite the fact that inequitable 
power relations and resource allocation exist 
within communities.  



water within larger Joburg eco-social critique 
 
 
 

• activist awareness of ecological aspects of water as a 
commons is growing especially because of climate change, 

• Johannesburg region is crucial because it is most intensive 
site for (non-smelting) electricity usage in South Africa,  

• water tables ruined through Acid Mine Drainage,  
• main resource (gold) is nearly exhausted, and manufacturing 

base is uncompetitive with imports from E.Asia 
• as a financial and services centre Johannesburg has thrived, 

but sustainability of such activity is limited given the 
country’s vast problems with current account balances, 
foreign debt and an unstable currency; 

• Joburg region (along with South Durban and CT) has main 
environmental justice activist cadreship.     



difference in the two discourses (rights & commons) 

 
 
 

• water is demanded as an individualized consumption norm 
in one (rights) and is ‘shared’ in the other (commons); 

• Bakker: rights advocates’ ‘widespread failure to adequately 
distinguish between different elements of neoliberal reform 
processes, an analytical sloppiness that diminishes our 
ability to correctly characterize the aims and trajectories of 
neoliberal projects of resource management reform’;  

• rebuttal from Johannesburg activists is that rights discourses 
– even as purely rhetorical demands for a constitutional 
entitlement, used to empower ordinary people – can serve 
as a step: through rights to the commons; 

• world‘s only hope is global-scale environmental planning 
(sometimes termed eco-socialism): through commons 



NEEDED: new ideas and strategies that can 

transcend consumption-based rights demands, along 
with coherent critiques of the full range of practices that 
undermine our ability to perceive and respect water and 

other aspects of nature as a commons.  
 

in sum… 

 
These strategies may emerge through fusions of 

community, environmental and labour in the alliance-
formation that necessarily occurs during eco-social justice 

struggles, as rights-talk meets its limits, and as the 
commons appears as a new frontier. 

  



• increasing demands that wealthy industrialized 
countries pay reparations for climate change damage 
under the rubric of ‘climate debt’; 

• numerous forms of ecological debt could be calculated 
(e.g. Texaco’s $8 bn polluter-pays fee in Ecuador) and 
paid for by overconsumers in Global North; 

• Ecuador’s Yasuni Park (Amazon) - ‘leave oil in the soil’ - 
request to former Norwegian development minister 
Eric Solheim revealing: climate debt? carbon markets?; 

• avoid subjecting climate justice politics to ‘Greenhouse 
Development Rights’ which individualize the climate 
crisis and which potentially commodify the air 

a right to compensation, an ‘ecological debt’? 
 



concept of 
‘ecological 
debt’ now 
recognised 
as a source 
of South’s 
poverty 



lead US climate negotiator Todd Stern,  
on demand for recognising climate debt 

The sense of 
guilt or  

culpability or 
reparations – I 

just 
categorically 

reject that 



 

who owes in 2000?  
GHG/capita by country 

Australia 
USA 

Saudi Arabia 
Canada 

Kazakhstan 
Russia 



who loses from climate change? 
a ‘Climate Demography Vulnerability Index’ 

 

main losers:  
Central America,  
central South America, 
the Arabian Peninsula, 
Southeast Asia and 
much of Africa 



Green Climate Fund – $100bn/year by 2020 
(promised), co-chaired by SA’s Trevor Manuel 

      
 

• $100 billion isn’t enough! 
• who benefits? existing power 
elite and aid industry – not 
poor climate victims 
• ‘False Solutions to be funded 
• Manuel wants carbon trade 
to provide 50% of GCF revenue 
• World Bank is interim GCF 
trustee despite terrible record 
of managing climate and 
development funding 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jim Yong Kim, new 
World Bank president 

 



The results after one year of implementation have been 
remarkable. 
• Before the pilot program, 42 percent of children in 

the village were malnourished. Now the proportion 
of malnourished children has dropped significantly, 
to 10 percent.  

• The village school reported higher attendance rates 
and that the children were better fed and more 
attentive.  

• Police statistics showed a 36.5 percent drop in crime 
since the introduction of the grants. 

• Poverty rates declined from 86 percent to 68 percent 
(97 percent to 43 percent when controlled for 
migration).  

• Unemployment dropped as well, from 60 percent to 
45 percent, and there was a 29 percent increase in 
average earned income, excluding the basic income 
grant.  

 
Carnegie Council: 
http://www.policyinnovations.org/ideas/briefings/data/000163 

Basic Income 
Grant (BIG) pilot in 
Otjivero, Namibia 

(funded by German-
Namibian Evangelical 

Lutheran church)  

Council of Churches of Namibia (CCN), the 
National Union of Namibian Workers (NUNW), the 
umbrella body of the NGOs (NANGOF), the 
umbrella body of the AIDS organisations 
(NANASO), the National Youth Service (NYC), the 
Church Alliance for Orphans (CAFO), the Legal 
Assistance Centre (LAC) and the Labour Resource 
and Research Institute (LaRRI) 



pay to leave the oil in the soil? 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 Yasuni ITT in Ecuador’s Amazon rainforest 



Ecuador 



Oilwatch research trip 
to Yasuni, July 2011 

Yasuni ITT in Ecuador’s 
Amazon rainforest 

 

oil here = 407 mn tons of CO2 



Accion Ecologica, Quito 
eco-feminist-indigenous defence of Yasuni 

http://www.accionecologica.org/ 
http://www.amazoniaporlavida.org/es/El-Juego-del-Yasuni/age-of-yasuni-un-esfuerzo-para-hacer-visibles-las-luchas-de-los-pueblos-originarios.html 



UNDP: “The Government will issue Yasuni Guarantee Certificates for sale to private and/or public 

entities in mitigating greenhouse gas emissions through avoidance of oil and gas extractions from 
megabiodiverse areas that are highly socially and environmentally sensitive” 







The Economist 
magazine changes 

its tune 





or instead is 
Africa 

‘Resource 
Cursed’ 

‘Useful Africa’,  
Le Monde 
Diplomatique, 
February 2011 





1. South Africa       599 

2. Botswana        92 

3. Zambia            75 

4. Ghana             43 

5. Namibia           32 

6. Angola             32 

7. Mali                  29 

8. Guinea          21 

9. Mauritania  20 

 Tanzania  20 

 Zimbabwe  20 

Africa’s 
mining 

production 
by country, 

2008 



what happened at Marikana on 16 August 2012?  







Mgcineni 
Noki 











Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, Tunisia – 1987-2011 
Hosni Mubarak, Egypt – 1981-2011  
Moummar Gaddafi, Libya – 1969-2011 
Meles Zenawi, Ethiopia – 1995-2012  
Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasago, Equatorial Guinea – 1979-present  
Jose Eduardo dos Santos, Angola – 1979-present  
Robert Mugabe, Zimbabwe – 1980-present  
Paul Biya, Cameroon – 1982-present  
Yoweri Museveni, Uganda – 1986-present  
King Mswati III, Swaziland – 1986-present  
Blaise Compaoré, Burkina Fasso – 1987-present  
Omar al-Bashir, Sudan – 1989-present  
Idriss Deby, Chad –1990-present  
Isaias Afewerki, Eritrea –1993-present 
Yahya Jammeh, Gambia – 1994-present  
Paul Kagame, Rwanda – 1994-present 

Resource Curse? tyrants needed! 





with rare exceptions, Obama nurtures Africa’s tyrants 

Yanneh Zenawi Gomes Wade 

Mswati Deby Gaddafi Compaore 

Obiang Kagame 



it is time to correct GDP bias (global) 
 

A “genuine progress indicator” corrects the bias in GDP Source: redefiningprogress.org  



new measurements: against GDP 
 MISSING FROM GDP: 
    resource depletion (crucial to extractivism) 
    air, water, and noise pollution 
    loss of farmland and wetlands 
    unpaid women’s/community work 
    family breakdown, crime 
    other social values 

Genuine 
Progress 
Indicator  

 
towards 

Buen Vivir? 

 



new measurements against GDP 

Seattle: 
• physical health  
• time or work-life balance  
• social connection and 
community vitality  
• education  
• access to arts, culture and 
recreation 
• environmental quality and 
access to nature 
• good governance 
• material well-being  
• psychological well-being 

• Ecological footprint 
• Full cost accounting   
• Global Peace Index 
• Green GDP 
• Gross domestic product  
• Happy Planet Index  
• Human Development 
 Index  
• Index of Sustainable 
Economic Welfare 

Genuine Progress Indicator  





extraction! 
Where is the 

Wealth of 
Nations? 

 

World Bank 
method for 

adjusting savings 
to account for a 

country’s 
tangible wealth 

and resource 
depletion 

 

Zambia, 2007  



South Africa’s natural capital accounts 
a first cut in the World Bank’s Changing Wealth of Nations (2011) 
 
substantial ‘subsoil assets’ within ‘natural capital’, 2005 

depletion of subsoil (mineral) assets = 9% of income 

net decline in SA’s per person wealth: $245   



World Bank 
(minimalist) 
adjustments 
to ‘genuine 

savings’ 
fixed capital (-), 
education (+), 

natural resource 
depletion (-), and 

pollution (-) 
 

      

 







multinational corporate profits 
as a percentage of firm equity 

  

 

Source: UN Conference on Trade and Development (2007), World Investment Report 2007, Geneva.  

extractive industries 



what is ‘climate justice’? 
core principles from Rights of Mother Earth  
conference, Cochabamba, Bolivia (April 2010) 

•50 percent reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2017 
•stabilising temperature rises to 1C and 300 Parts Per Million 

•acknowledging the climate debt owed 
by developed countries (6% of GDP) 
•full respect for Human Rights and the inherent rights of indigenous people 
•universal declaration of Mother Earth rights to ensure harmony with nature 
•establishment of an International Court of Climate Justice 

•rejection of carbon markets, and 
REDD’s commodifed nature and forests 
•promotion of change in consumption patterns of developed countries 
•end of intellectual property rights for climate technologies 



UK labour 
searches 

for a 
‘Just 

Transition’ 



 vital need for SA ‘Million Climate Jobs’ campaign, 
so metalworkers get ‘Just Transition’: guaranteed, 
well-paid jobs in public/community renewable 
sector that help society and save the planet 

 

http://www.climatejobs.org.za/ 



currents of a global eco-social movement 
‘climate justice’ traditions, 1990s-2013 

 
  

• 1990s environmental anti-racism; 
• 1990s Accion Ecologica (Quito) ecological debt demands;  
• late 1990s Jubilee movement against Northern financial domination;  
• 2000s global justice movement, following Seattle World Trade 
Organisation protest; 
• 2000 first conference on Climate Justice (Holland – CorpWatch);  
• environmentalists and corporate critics who in 2004 started the Durban 
Group for Climate Justice; 
• 2007 founding of the Climate Justice Now! (CJN) network in Bali; 
• 2009 rise of the European left’s Climate Justice Alliance in advance of the 
Copenhagen Conference of the Parties (COP15);  
• potential link to national states (via Third World Network), e.g.  April 2010 
Cochabamba ‘World Conference of Peoples on Climate Change and the 
Rights of Mother Earth’ sponsored by Bolivian government  
• renewed direct-action initiatives – e.g. against Keystone XL Pipeline – 
that potentially renews ties to groups like Greenpeace and 350.org; 
• renewed grassroots campaigning across the world. 



contradictions within climate movement? 
recent ‘climate justice’ contestations 

 
  

• emphasis on South-North justice primarily within interstate 
diplomatic negotiations over climate, advanced especially by South 
Centre and Third World Network – but with debates surrounding 
defense of the Kyoto Protocol, compromises on demands; 
• semi-periphery’s right/need to industrialise (but what kind?), via UN 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs;  
• ‘Greenhouse Development Rights’ technical calculation of per capita 
GHG emissions (by NGO Ecoequity,) aiming to distribute ‘right to 
pollute’ (and let underpolluters sell surpluses via carbon trading);  
• use of CJ rhetoric to promote carbon trading by former UN Human 
Rights Commission director and Irish president Mary Robinson, whose 
Dublin foundation influences international NGOs;  
• attempts to incorporate (within CJ politics) a commitment to 
indigenous rights/finance through the Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation and Degradation (REDD) projects 
• how to address Brazil-Russia-India-China-SA (BRICS) emissions? 



Transforming the unsustainable capitalist system 
Focus on the Global South position paper on Climate Change, Nov 2012 

 

• More than two-thirds of coal, oil and gas 
should be left under the soil 

• The right to development must not be used to 
promote more consumerist and capitalist 
societies 

• Stop the false solutions 
• No more speculation with carbon markets 
• Joint social and environmental struggles to 

change the balance of forces 



Focus on the Global South: 

The alternatives to cool the planet come from below 
 

 

• alternatives like food sovereignty and agro-ecology instead of agro 
toxics and agribusiness;  

• public transport instead of unsustainable production of cars;  
• durable goods with less use of energy and natural resources instead of 

products designed for over consumption;  
• local production and consumption to avoid the waste of energy in 

global transport;  
• de-globalization for the people instead of globalization for the 

corporations;  
• new balance between agriculture and industry as well as between 

countryside and city to reverse massive urban slums of rural refugees;  
• social and not private management of the fundamental services.  



Our World is not for Sale 
June 2012 

• more practical linkages of 
eco-social issues;  

• critique of financialisation, 
demand for debt audits; 

• critique of Resource Curse; 
• defense of rights of nature 

and commons 



CJ movement: leave the oil in the soil,  
the coal in the hole, the tarsand in the land, 
and the fracking shale-gas under the grass 

  • Niger Delta women, Environmental Rights Action, MEND halted majority of oil exploitation, 2008 
• Canada: Alberta anti-tarsands green and indigenous activists, and Quebecois versus shale-gas 
• British Climate Camp (Crude Awakening block Coryton oil refinery, 2010 – MI5 spy couldn’t crack it) 
• Australian Rising Tide regularly block Newcastle coal exports 
• Norwegian environmentalists and Attac win against state oil company in Lofoten region, 2011 
• Ecuador’s Amazon indigenous activists + Accion Ecologica halt oil drilling in Yasuni National Park  
• stopping US King Coal: Mountain Top Removal nearly halted in Appalachia; Navajo Nation forced 

cancellation of Black Meza (Arizona) mine permit against world’s largest coal company, Peabody;  
Powder River Basin (MN, WY) farmers and ranchers fight coal expansion 

• derailing US coal energy: nearly all 151 proposed new coal power plants in Bush Energy Plan 
cancelled, abandoned or stalled since 2007; key community forces: Indigenous Environmental 
Network, Energy Justice Network and Western Mining Action Network, plus Sierra legal team 

• preventing incinerators: since 2000, no new waste incinerators (more carbon-intensive than coal 
and leading source of cancer-causing dioxins)  
– Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives, Detroit victory, world wastepickers movement 

• defeating Chevron expansion in Richmond, CA 
• undamming Mega Hydro at Klamath River: indigenous communities defeat Pacificorp Power 
• building resilient communities through local action: frontline communities winning campaigns 

linking climate justice to basic survival  
– e.g., Oakland Climate Action Coalition opposes climate disruption, promotes Just Transition 





http://davidharvey.org 





       

  

 

Source: Michael Burawoy 

waves of commodification and decommodification 



case study of successful  
local/internationalist social  
movement solidarity for   
access to Anti-RetroViral (ARV) 
drugs to treat AIDS 
 
 

Gugu Dlamini  
• 1990s – US promotes Intellectual Property above all, 

monopoly-patented ARVs cost $15 000/person/year 
• 1997 – SA’s Medicines Act allows ‘compulsory licensing’ 
• 1998 – US State Dept counters with ‘full court press’, 

Treatment Action Campaign (TAC) formed, death of Durban 
AIDS activist Gugu Dlamini due to stigmatization 

• 1999 – Al Gore for president, ACTUP! opposition, Seattle 
WTO protest and Bill Clinton surrender 

• 2000 – AIDS Durban conference, Thabo Mbeki denialism 
• 2001 – ‘PMA-SA v Mandela’ lawsuit w MSF & Oxfam, while 

TAC imports Thai, Brazilian, Indian generics 
  
 



TAC’s Anti-RetroVirals campaign successes: 
 

 
  
 

Zackie Ahmat,  

Nelson Mandela 

• 2001 – SA Constitutional Court supports nevirapine,  
major WTO TRIPS concession at Doha 

• 2002 – critiques of Mbeki, Tshabalala-Msimang, Erwin 
• 2003 – ANC compels change in state policy 
• 2004 – generics produced in SA, followed by roll-out 
• 2012 – 1.5 million recipients, 8-year life expectancy rise 
• threats – Obama’s Pepfar cuts, Global Fund crisis 

 

 
 

   lessons for social resistance: 
• commoning intellectual property 
• decommodification 
• destratification 
• deglobalisation of capital 
• globalisation of solidarity 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

contains within it two key concepts:  
 

1) the concept of 'needs', in particular the essential needs of the 
world's poor, to which overriding priority should be given; and 

 
 

Sustainable development is development 
that meets the needs of the present without 

compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs.  

Brundtland Commission (1987):  

 
 
 
 
 

2) the idea of limitations imposed by the state of technology 
and social organization on the environment's ability to meet 

present and future needs. 



DAVID HARVEY:  
A [justice] movement will have no option, as it broadens 
out, but to reclaim for itself a non-coopted and non-
perverted version of the theses of ecological 
modernisation. On the one hand that means subsuming 
the highly geographically differentiated desire for 
cultural autonomy and dispersion, for the proliferation of 
tradition and difference within a more global politics, but 
on the other hand making the quest for environmental 
and social justice central rather than peripheral concerns. 
For that to happen, the environmental justice movement 
has to radicalize the ecological modernization discourse. 
 
David Harvey (1996), Justice, Nature and the Geography of Difference, Oxford, Basil Blackwell, p. 401. 
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